I SUPPOSE I ought to begin this narrative with some
account of John's origins and forebears, but I have no
intention, for the present at any rate, of delving among
records and pedigrees. For the purpose of these memories
it seems to me sufficient to give a general idea of the very
mixed strains that went to her making and to mention those
fe^r ancestors who are of general interest, even such as are
only collaterally involved.
Her family crest, the Talbot's head, makes its first ap-
pearance, so far as I know, in the churchyard of Stratford-
on-Avon, on die tomb of Dr. John Hall, who lived at the
beautiful half-timbered house, * Hall's Croft', in that town
and married Susanna, daughter of William Shakespeare.
They had, however, no male issue, and the descent is not
in the direct line. Of the Halls, the earliest portrait known
to me is that of the Reverend Samuel Hall who was, I
believe, rather a remarkable man and was tutor to De
Quincey of Opium Eater Fame. I possess also a portrait of
his son, John Hall, a fair gentleman with handsome, clear-
cut features and a fierce expression whose resemblance to
his great-grand-daughter in a bad temper is quite remark-
able! He was the father of Dr. Charles Radclyffe-Hall,
whose portrait is also in my possession.
John Hall's mother was Sarah Radclyffe and, for reasons
unknown to me but probably connected with some inheri-
tance, he assumed her surname in addition to his own. Her
portrait (family tradition called it a Lely which, though a